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Report  of  the  Medical  Offlcei  of  health  of  tne 
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Portland  Uiban  Diet! let  Council 

l 

f'oi  tne  yeai  ending  3ist.  Decembei  18°7 
- o - 


I  nave  tne  nonoui  to  submit  my  leport  for  tne  yeai  j8°7. 

_  POPULATION 

It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  an  ive  at  a  xeliaoie  estimate 
of  tne  population  of  Portland  at  piesent.  -Ve  feel  suie  that  it  is 
at  least  °°oo,  although  it  is  probably  gieatei.  °°00  is  tne 
number  we  have  used  in  calculating  tne  deatn-xate,  oiitn-iate  etc. 
Tne  population  is  a  very  fluctuating  one,  but  tnere  can  pe  no  doubt 
from  tne  large  number  of  new  nouses  lecently  elected  ,  and  tne 
great  demand  foi  house  accomodation  wnicn  still  exists,  tnat  it  is 
steadily  ir.ci  easing. 


Births . 

The 

J  anuai  y 

24 

February 

12 

Mai’ on 

17 

Adi  ii 

21 

May 

23 

June 

18 

July 

18 

August 

IP 

September 

21 

October 

1° 

Novembez 

16 

Decembei 

2° 

53  in  1 st  quai tei  . 


Total 


237 


Theie  were  128  males  and  10P  females. 

The  birtn-rate  for  18°7  is  ai  23. 030  oex  loop 
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Deaths . 

The 

Januar  y 

12  > 

February 

12  t 

March 

1*  ) 

April 

6  > 

May 

13  > 

June 

July 

11  > 

August 

10  | 

September 

°i 

October 

4  N 

November 

4 

December 

a  j 

quarter  . 


13  }  23  in  2nd  quarter 


Total  106 

Tne  death  of  one  non-resident  is  to  be  deducted  f'rogi  tnis  total 
a  laci.  belonging  to  H.M.S. Resolution,  who  died  from  fracture  of  tne 
skull.  This  leaves  105  deaths  to  calculate  tne  deatn-rate  from. 

The  deatn-rate  f 02  18°7  is  10. 60  pei  1000.  Tnis  is  an  exceedingly 
low  deatn-iate,  the  lowest  we  have  had  in  recent  years. 

The  causes  of  death  are  snown  in  tne  following  table: - 

Scarlatina  .... 

Membraneous  Crouo 

Entei ic  Fever  .....  2 


Measles  ..... 
Whooping  Cougn 
Diarrhoea  Dysentry 
Rheumatic  Fevei 

Phtnisis  .  .  .  .  . 

Broncnitih, Pneumonia  0 c  Pleurisy 
Heart  Disease  . 

Injuries  . 

All  other  diseases 

Total 


2 

7 

1 


5 

lb 

Q 

6 


54 

106 


2 


:  ■. »  on  ■  i  .  i  i.  ... ) i*i 

uPi3©£ 

OUT 

'  2T 

y  ixjxa  t- 

i.  •  ;  i  £ 

Tl 

: K 

.  U  f,  ,  : 

AJ'Xi... 

'  8 

-1  -••  •■ 

xalxstrp  rrS 

' 

* 

V£l: 

* 

K 

yliiL 

i  ..  :•  '  .  " 

ill  ^ 

' 

o 

-.X-. 

* 

iDUOJgO 

i9lXSt/p 

m  ajt 

* 

i90**3V0H 

8 

l9Q<a930a 

LxJof 

L&JOS  ot.it  *$oxi  £9Jo#h6.b  ©a  os  at  Xrtobiaai-'torTiAO  to  aJbo*  oaT 

Midi  J^eiX’  oav  .  ToixuIoao/iLci.M.H  oj  <$nl  ^noied  hsl  s 

•  QDit  9tJBt-nJjjQl  ©AJ  03  8llJ&ef-  COT  aoVJsOl  alA'i1  .  iiUJiS 

.  |  *cat  io'i  9 j js i “  . 


•  -  '  -  .  .  .  .  -  i 

roiuj^j  ^niwoiioi  euj  nX  nwona  9  is  riJS9£  to  ag 

-  •  •  •  •  «  »~  TX  JjSX  IjiOd 


1 

ji 

2 

K* 

l 


ojjoxO  airo9'tfciiata9M 

xsv9ri  ol  i. OJ.'t'7 

.  .  eoia^ek 

ii^joD  pit  o on' 

y  u neaixQ.  x  ^.soaxi 

lO  .  .  JX  J-^.JU9A  i 


a 

a 

■r^  > 


.  .  .  .  .  alsiajaS 

.....  &  ...  .  . 
.  .  .  D ..  .  •/  -  X :  r  J  i  .  .1 

.  .  .  .  .  asi  xtr&rcl 

.  .  .  aaassalJu  i9i.Jo  X£A 


2 


£^JO  i1 


Under  me  heading  "Ai,  other  diseases"  axe  included  5  cases 
of  Cancer. 

The  Mortality  from  air  causes  at  tna  different  age-groups  //as 


as  follows: - 

Under  one  year  .  .  .  .  .  24 

One  yeax-  4  undei  5  yeais  ....  15 

Five  years  ca  under  15  yea.  s  ...  5 

Fifteen  years  4  under  25  years  .  .  7 

Twenty  five  yeais  <sa  undei  65  yeais  .  .  2° 

Sixty  five  yeais  <a  upwards  .  .  .  _28 

Total  106. 


Tne  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  101*265.  (By  mis  term  we  mean  tne 
mmoer  of  cnildren  dying  undei  one  year  old  out  of  eacn  thousand  Doir 

alive)  This  is  a  very  low  rate.  The  Infant  Mortality  during  tne 
previous  year  was  150*534. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

- o - 

The  Zymotic  deatn-rate  for  16P7  is  1.41. 

Scarlatina.  Sixteen  cases  were  notified,  and  one  deatn 
occuiied  from  this  disease. 

Enteric  F every  Four  cases  were  notified,  and  two  deaths 

occurred. 

Dlpntneria .  One  case  was  notified  as  having  occun ed  in  the 

Verne  Citadel. 

Erys ipelas .  Two  cases  were  notified. 

RAINFALL. 


This  nas  seen  as  follows:- 
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follows:  - 


J  anuary 

CO 

01 

• 

inene 

February 

1 .86 

1  * 

March 

3.52 

*  f 

April 

1.74 

9  * 

May 

1  .35 

9  9 

June 

2.08 

9  > 

July 

.24 

*  9 

August 

3  .06 

9  9 

September 

o 

c 

• 

02 

9  9 

OctODer 

.70 

9  9 

November 

.04 

9  9 

Decemoci 

4.84 

9  9 

Total  2  4_^6_  inches . 

This  is  aoout  the  average  fall.  The  wettest  month  was 
^eceiaber  Dut  Mai  on  nad  tne  greatest  nuuDei  of  iainy  days,  rain  having 
fallen  on  22  days  out  of  tne  31.  Tne  greatest  fall  in  24  hours 
was  1*34  inches  on  the  2dth  December.  This  phenomenal  fall  largely 

accounts  for  the  fact  that  December  is  the  ’wettest  month  in  tne 

list.  July  was  tne  dryest  month  of  tne  year . 

For  the  above  figures  I  am  indebted  to  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Waugh, 

F.R.A.S.  The  Observatory,  Portland. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

- o - 

Tne  Well  at  Upwey  has  oeen  sun*  to  a  depth  of  aoout  102  feet, 
and  wiien  subjected  to  test  pumping  was  found  to  yield  about 

300,000  gal aons  in  24  hours.  The  Council  considered  this  suf f icdert 
to  warrant  them  in  asking  tne  Local  Government  Board  to  sanction  tne 
loan  for  carrying  out  tne  necessary  Rories.  An  official  enquiry 
was  held  in  August  last,  by  Mr.  Tullocn,  prior  to  the  Board  sanctior- 
ing  tne  Loan.  Tne  scheme  has  been  impeded  oy  tne  delay  of  tne 
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Local  Government  Board  in  granting  their  sanction,  as  although 
tne  inquiry  was  neld.  in  August,  tne  official  sanction  nad  not 

Oc:en  i  eceivedi  at  tile  close  or  tne  year  .  fit  was  finallv 

«/ 

received  in  January  18981 

A  sample  or  watei  from  the  Upwey  shaft  has  been  x&xia^xxx 

analysed  cy  Dr.  Franklancl,  and  reported  on  as  follows: - 

Kesults  of  Analysis  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 

Total  Solid  matters  . 

Organic  Carbon  .... 

Organic  Nitrogen 

Ammonia  .  ... 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  u  nltidtcs 

; 

Totil  Combined  Nitrogen 
Chlor inc  ..... 


24.36 

•029 

•  004 
None 

•  484 

•  48*8 
2 . 4 


14.9 
3)  •  1 
18.0 
Turbid 


T  ernpo  r  ar  v  H  ar  dne  s  s 
Permanent  hardness 
Total  haidness  .... 
j  emar  its  ..... 

“Tnls  water  possesses  <xn  extremely  nigh  degree  of  organic 
purity,  and  is  of  most  excellent  quality  for  dietetic  use.  It 
is  of  medium  hardness,  but  become^ sr y  soft  on  coiling.  The 
sample  as  received  by  me  was  turbid,  cut  this  no  doubt  is 
due  to  the  operations  still  going  on  in  the  Well.  Advertise¬ 
ments  for  tenders  for  completing  the  whole  ox  the  wor  x  ar  e  now 
being  issued.  One  condition  is  that  the  work  is  to  be  completed 
within  60  weeks  of  tne  signing  of  tne  Contract,  so  tnat  a  satis¬ 
factory  rater  supply  is  at  last  in  signt. 

-5  L  a  I  N  A_G_K 

This  is  still  in  tne  same  unsatisfactory  condition.  Now 
tnat  tne  water  scheme  is  actually  being  carried  out,  it  is 
necessary  tnat  tne  Council  sneuid  lose  no  time  oei'oic-  consider¬ 


ing  the  question  of  Drainage  ,  as  tnis  ought  to  be  carried 
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tnrougii  In  conr.ec  tion  ritn  tne  water  scneme. 

0 

A  new  sewer  is  in  course  or  construction  in  Clement’s 
Lane,  tnia  street  Laving  previously  oeen  witncut  any  sevrer, 
out  no  vor  k  01  tills  kind  can  oe  done  satisfactorily  until  tne 
wnole  matter  is  taken  in  nand. 

Bye-laws  have  oeen  passed  during  tne  year  witn  refer ence 

to  tne  foil o w ing : - 

houses  let  in  lodgings. 

Common  Lodg ing -houses . 

New  Streets  us  Buildings. 

Puoiic  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Tney  have  not  yet  oeen  finally  approved  oy  tne  Local  Gov¬ 
ernment  Board. 


Tne  Offices  or  tne  District  Council  are  very  unsuitaole 
and  insanitary.  Tne  Council  room  is  Dally  ventilated,  and  at 
ordinary  meetings  of  the  Council  is  very  much  over -crowded. 

Tne  office  used  ov  tne  Surveyor > s  clerks  is  very  small,  tnere 
is  no  f irenlace  in  it,  and  it  is  heated  oy  means  of  an  oilSrove 
unprovided  witn  any  flue.  After  tne  room  nas  Deerr  occupied 
for  a  short  time  tne  air1  oecomes  greatly  vitiated  and  in  my 
opinion  tne  room  is  quite  unsuitaole  for  use  as  an  oil' ice. 

No  sanitary  convenience  of  any  kind  is  provide..!  f  Or  tne  otu - 
veyoi  and  nis  clerks. 

Tne  Ba  .re  no  uses ,  dairies,  milk-shops  and  cowsheds  nave 
oeen  duly  inspected.  .4ost  of  tne  f  ormer  -  v-er  e  found  to  oe  very 
well  kept,  out  some  or  tne  cow-sheds  were  defective  and  were 
reported  uoon  to  tne  Council  by  tire  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Various  nuisances  nave  been  attended  to  and  abated  during 


tne  year  . 

•4r.  E.  J.  Elf oid.  Surveyor,  in  nis  capacity  oi  Inspector 


of  Nuisances  nas  given  me  every  assistance  in  nis  powo 
connection  witn  Sanitary  matter s . 
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